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Three new ideas constitute our present knowledge of Radio-
chemistry and the periodic law.

(1)  That elements of different atomic weights can have the same
chemical properties. This was first stated by Svedborg and Stromholm
(1908) but chiefly advocated by Soddy; he can daim this point un-
doubtedly.

(2)  The fact that it is a simple connection between the occurrences
inside and outside the atom.

Heve'sy then points out that U n cannot possibly follow U I, as
they are isotopes. Fajans saw that there must be intermediate products,
and looked for and found

Though Russell was already interested in the problem and I started the
valency experiments when Bohr came to Manchester, no doubt he
encouraged us both very much and if we trace the origin of the above
ideas to their origin, we will find them in Bohr's mind, as pointed out
to me by himself in his usual modest way.
(3) The third point is that after the emanations the change does not
lead to the group two, but the group six of the periodic table. Which
has been first pointed out by Fajans.
I spent a very pleasant time in Birmingham, it was my first visit to
this part of England. On the excursion to Kenilworth Castle I met a
former teacher of yours, Bickerton. He is a funny old chap and one of
the comical figures you find at every congress.
Coming back from Kenilworth, we passed Leamington where the
Mayor entertained us and saw us off later on. When standing on the
platform he happened to start a conversation with Bickerton, and
seemed to be very much struck by the versatility and nobility of the old
man, and after hesitating for a few seconds he lifted his grey top hat and
asked him "if he happens to be Sir Oliver?" "Not so famous, but
greater" came the prompt answer and the train left the platform. I will
never forget this scene.
I crossed after the Birmingham meeting the Channel and came just
in time to the Vienna Congress, where I meet all the German and
Austrian scientists interested in radioactivity and many others*
The very hospitable house of Prof. Meyer was the centre of the
radioactive people and the few days spent there were very nice and
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